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1. Annual Report 
 
This report has been written by Keith Brocklehurst (Deva CC Secretary) and 
approved by John Lewis (Deva CC Chairperson). 
 

2. Cover Photograph 
 

Brian Sanderson, one of the club’s founder members, reached the ripe young age of 
80 in March 2020. He’s now our oldest member, teaches youngsters to kayak in 
Northgate Arena at weekends and attends almost every Riverside Centre session.  He 
also keeps the OFs occupied and amused on Tuesday mornings at MEM with his 
aquatic antics and infectious laugh. To see what happened next, please read on. 
 
Happy 80th Brian, you are an inspiration to us all!   
 

3. Welcome and Introduction 
 
Every year we gain more enthusiastic newbies but lose a few members to less exciting 
time consuming activities.  
 
DEVA's age range spans +18yrs to 80+yrs and paid up membership for this year was 
177, made up of 140 male and 37 female.  
 
Our members range in ability from complete beginners who've barely been in a boat 
to fully-fledged mad heads addicted to the adrenaline rush of throwing themselves and 
their boats off waterfalls. 
  
We have members from many paddling disciplines and with a variety of craft 
preferences. They include play boaters, surf kayakers, open canoeists, scenic flatwater 
paddlers, sit-on-top paddlers, scary top end white water paddlers, sea kayakers and 
last but not least, less energetic white-water paddlers (aka Deva OFs).  
 

4. New Members 
 
The officers and committee extend a very warm welcome to the 59 new members that 
joined us this year and sincerely hope that you are all enjoying yourselves 
 

5. Obituary – Garrick Barton 
 
It was with great sadness to learn that our oldest member, Garrick Barton, who left us 
to paddle different waters in October 2019 after a suffering long illness. 
 
A number of Deva members attended his funeral on 6 November and the club sends 
its sincere condolences to his family.  
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6. A History Lesson 
 
Deva Canoe Club started back in the last century (12 May 1999 to be precise) and, in 
May 2019, we had been going for 20 years and hope to do so for many more years to 
come. 
 
To commemorate this 20th anniversary, here’s a list of the 13 who were part of the 
club’s inaugural meeting:  
 
Peter Cook (Chairperson) Lyn Kini (Secretary / Treasurer) Richard Bingham 
Simon Carver   John Edwards    Chris Elsom  
Nigel Fisher    Ian McMullen    Sue Pepin 
Alan Reay   Brian Sanderson   Peter Steel 
Alan White 
 
By September 1999 the membership had increased to 22 full and 4 family members.  
 

7. New Honorary Members 
 
In January 2020 the committee awarded the title of ‘Honorary Member’ to Lyn Kini, 
Ian McMullen and Terry Hudson in recognition of the contribution they have all made 
to the club and to the wider canoeing community over many years. 
 

8. Contact us 
 
You can contact any of the club’s officers by e-mailing devacanoeclub@gmail.com 
 
If you need to contact a particular officer then please include their first name in the 
subject line.   
 
If you wish to participate in a specific Deva event or reply to a recent club email then 
could we please ask that you reply only to the relevant email(s).   
 
We deal with over 1100 emails throughout a club year and if you use an earlier 
unrelated club email to contact us, where the subject titles may be different, this could 
result in your message being missed as it may not be obvious to the club officer 
concerned that it is for them. 
 

9. Constitution 
 
Members may request a copy of our constitution by emailing the Secretary. 
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10. Subscription Rates 
 
The membership fee for 2019-2020 remained unchanged at £15 since April 2015.   

Membership    £15 
     Additional family member £5  

Riverside Centre Sessions         
    Members   £3 
     Non-members   £5 

Equipment hire:   Riverside Centre  Club trips 
     Non-members     £2   N/A 
    Members   £0 (free)   £5 per day 
 

11. Committee 
 
The Officers and Committee for the year comprised: 
 
Officers: 

Honorary President    - Peter Cook 
Honorary Chairperson   - John Lewis 
Honorary Secretary   - Keith Brocklehurst 
Honorary Treasurer    - Simon Carver 
Honorary Membership Secretary  - Simon Carver 

Committee 
Safety & Welfare Officer  - Alan Reay 

 Co-opted members        - Mike Evans, Tim Gibbs, Keith Peek, 
        Colin Hayward, Judith Lathaen (Deputy 
        Welfare officer), Ian McMullen, 
        Steve Cartney, Helen Williams,  
        Yvette Schutten 
 
Most of the above officers are available to chat to at the Riverside Centre on Thursday 
evenings during the summer and at our fortnightly Sunday afternoon sessions.  Some 
will also be at the Northgate Arena Canoeing sessions on Monday evenings during 
term time.  
 

12. Committee Meetings 
 
The club’s officers held a meeting at Meadow Lea, Mickle Trafford on Thursday 16th 
January 2020 an our annual full committee meeting was held on Thursday 30th 
January 2020 at the Toby Carvery in Hoole village. 12 of the 14 committee members 
attended the full meeting. 
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13. Benefits of Membership 
 
Take advantage of regular club away-day and weekend trips on canal, lake, river & 
sea (usually free except for any car park / launching charges).  If you are free on a 
Monday evening or Tuesday morning, and have already experienced the weir in 
Chester, why not come along to Llangollen for a couple of hours? Send us an email 
for further information. 

+ 
Participate in our annual ‘Lakes Weekend’ in November (A charge of typically £55 is 
made for the bunk-house style accommodation and meals) 

+ 
Attend our Thursday evening sessions (April to September) on the River Dee and 
weir in Chester (A reduced rate of £3 per night to cover building hire charge). 

+ 
Benefit from a Deva member's rate for the Chester Northgate Arena canoe lessons. If 
you purchase an annual BRIO Canoeing Club Concession card from Northgate Arena 
then you pay a significantly reduced rate per session.  Ask Peter Cook (Club 
President) or Keith Brocklehurst (Club Secretary) for a signed discount form. Another 
option is by signing up for Northgate’s Brio Leisure Card (Free) to obtain a £1 
discount on the normal session charge.  

+  
Some local canoe/kayak retailers** may give club discount on production of your 
Deva membership card. 

Manchester Canoes (Warrington)  www.manchester-canoes-and-kayaks.co.uk/ 
Go Kayaking North West (Runcorn)    www.go-kayaking.com/ 

+ 
Free tuition* by our own experienced members in whatever craft you wish, and at 
whatever ability level you are at or to which you wish to aspire. 

+ 
And remember, owning your own kit is not essential. You can use ours free at any of 
our Riverside Centre sessions before you decide to buy, or borrow for a nominal daily 
charge (£5) for our away-days!  We have a wide range of craft: Kayaks, Sea Kayaks, 
Open Canoes (Canadian type), Sit-on-Tops and Stand-up paddle board. 

+ 
You’ll be one of a friendly bunch of folk, keen to help others and introduce them to 
the joy of our sport. We all have one thing in common which is we all paddle for fun 
and enjoyment and, apart from water safety, don’t take anything too seriously. 
 
(*) One of the main benefits of becoming members of Deva Canoe Club is that all of 
our coaching, help, advice and time are given for free.  Even on non-club trips you 
will find that our members will give up their time to coach and help to the best of their 
ability anyone new to kayaking.   
 
Please note that members are welcome to seek private coaching or courses external to 
the club if they so wish but this would be at a cost funded by them.   
 
(**) Deva Canoe Club does not endorse any coaching business, equipment supplier or 
manufacturer and as such any related advice from its members is solely their own 
opinion. 
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14. Loan of Club boats 
 
The club only loans-out its boats and kit for official Deva events and not for peer group 
paddles or one's personal use. 
 

15. Peer Group Paddles 
 
We, Deva's Officers, are aware that some members organise paddling events through 
Facebook and wish to encourage this however, we feel that it is important to make clear 
that such trips are informal, NOT the responsibility of the club and NOT covered by the 
club's liability insurance. Members paddling on such trips should consider having their 
own appropriate liability and personal possessions insurance. 
 
It is the responsibility of each member to decide whether a proposed activity is suitable 
for them, in particular, beginners and those with limited experience should be aware that 
some trips may be too difficult. 
 

16. Northgate Arena Canoe Sessions 
 
In January 2020 Brio, the operators of Chester’s Northgate Arena, applied their 
annual price increase for all activities that included canoeing this year, which Deva 
CC unfortunately have no control over. The annual Brio card for the ‘Deva Deal’ had 
been increased from £6 to £7 and the session price increased from £6.50 to £7.60. 
This still represents a substantial £3 saving on the walk-in price and we will continue 
to lobby Brio to maintain this price differential. 
 
Due to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic and government advice, Deva’s officers 
suspended these sessions on 16 March 2020 until further notice. 
 

17. Club Events 
 
A club event is only announced from the club email address (not Facebook) and all 
communications relating to the event must come through the same email address. 
 
If you participate in any official Deva Canoe Club event, are a paid-up member of the 
club or a registered guest, you will be covered by our British Canoeing Liability 
Insurance whether you are a member of British Canoeing or not. 
 
A club trip can be organised by any club member but must first be approved by the 
club's Safety and Welfare Officer (Alan Reay) and have approved leader(s) within the 
group responsible for leading on the water.  
 
Approval for a club trip can be obtained by contacting Alan via the club E-mail and 
any ‘Approved club trip’ will then only be advertised to the membership through the 
club E-Mail. If you have any questions then please contact us by email. 
 

18. Insurance 
 
Please note that the club’s third party liability insurance does NOT cover your boat or 
kit and therefore members should consider having their own appropriate personal 
possessions insurance. 
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19. On Home Water 
 
The Riverside Centre, the building that Deva Canoe Club, Chester Riverside Canoe 
Club and Cheshire Scouts rent from the Queen’s Park High School, is our base and 
home to our Thursday evening (Spring / Summer) and Sunday afternoon (Autumn / 
Winter) River Dee and Weir sessions which included the all-important socialisation, 
hot drink and, for those fortunate to be off the water before the club’s gannets, 
chocolate biscuits. 
 
 
 
 
Our Spring / Summer 
season Thursday evening 
sessions opened on 4 
April 2019 until 26 
September 2019 with 4-
weekly Sunday 
afternoons and away-days 
throughout the period. 
 
 
 
 
 
Unfortunately, due to storms Dennis and Jorge, two Sunday sessions in February and 
March had to be cancelled due to heavy rain, strong winds and dangerous river flow. 
 
Many thanks go to everyone who organised, lead trips, coached our inexperienced 
members, photographed our moments, cleaned / mopped up and most importantly 
supported our events throughout the year. Too many to name individually but your 
contribution is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
And talking of 
capturing our 
moments, this is 
what happened a 
few seconds after 
the cover photo 
was taken! 
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The club’s officers spend a lot of their time and effort in running and organising 
everything and hate having to continuously ask you to help out.   
 
To give you an idea of what has to be done at just one of our Riverside Centre 
sessions, here’s a brief summary of at least 24 tasks: 
  
1. Buy the milk and biscuits. 
2. Open up the site and building. 
3. Get out the two canoe trailers. 
4. Get out, fill and put on the urn. 
5. Get out the refreshment box. 
6. Unlock the equipment cages and the kayaks. 
7. Put out the parking cones. 
8. Put out the banners. 
9. Organise the payment sheets and collect the membership and session monies. 
10. Meet and Greet new members. 
11. Ensure the Coach and Kitter-Out is present. 
12. Lock up the building when everyone is on the water. 
13. Maybe get a paddle in. 
14. Unlock the building for everyone getting off the water. 
15. Put away the tea urn and refreshment box. 
16. Mop out the changing rooms. 
17. Collect and put away the parking cones. 
18. Bring the banners back in. 
19. Lock up the store, cages and canoes 
20. Put the two trailers back in the Bay. 
21. Remove and take away the rubbish bag. 
22. Turn off the lights and lock up the bottom gate and the building. 
23. Lock the top gate. 
24. Go home and recover from another easy night. 
 
Please remember….when attending any of our Riverside Centre sessions it would be 
appreciated if you all offered help to clean and tidy-up at the end of a session 
sometime.  
 
With typically 50 riverside sessions a year and with over 150 members attending at 
some stage during the year, this means that you would only have to help once in 3 
years! 
 
So please…offer to help…and don’t wait to be asked! 
 
Please remember that the club cannot operate without the help of its members.  
 
If you can spare some time then please come forward and speak to one of the 
committee.  
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The year’s home events included: 
 
 GKNW Demo sessions on Thursday 6 and 13 June when Andy Lees and his 
 colleague John from ‘Go Kayaking North West (Runcorn)’ kindly brought a wide 
 range and sizes of kayaks, opens and sea kayaks for us all to try.  
  
 A tour of Pyranha’s Runcorn kayak factory on Saturday 8 June and our thanks 
 go to Andy Lees from GKNW for arranging and hosting this event. The 13 
 Deva members who attended witnessed how much goes into design, 
 construction and quality control of their range of boats. Sadly, there were no 
 free samples to take away! 

 
 Occasional SunDee Paddles from Sandy Lane to the blue bridge and back with 
 an interlude for lunch at the Crook of Dee (a sandy beach on a bend in the 
 river….not a pub!). 
 
 Night paddle from Eccleston back to the Riverside Centre on our last 

Thursday evening of our summer session. 
 

And finally, for those who loved paddling in warm chlorinated water, the 
weekly term time pool sessions in Northgate Arena. 

 
20. Paddling in Wales 

 
Please be aware that are no current laws which say we can, or cannot, paddle on 
Welsh waters.  As such there is a chance that you could be approached by land-
owners, fishermen or local residents all who may have strong anti-paddler views.  
 
Please treat these individuals with respect and listen to what they may have to say.  If 
you feel the urge to reply please be polite and, most importantly, don’t discredit Deva!  
  
The Welsh government are currently addressing a wide range of related issues and we 
look forward to workable agreements that satisfy all sides of the argument.  
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21. Tuesday morning group (aka Deva OFs) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You don’t have to be retired to accompany the OFs. It’s open to any member who has 
their own boat, time to spare on a Tuesday morning and is confident in paddling on 
grade 2-3 white water. 
 
On the odd occasion when the water level was too high at MEM to paddle  safely, the 
OFs moved to other locations including the lower stretch of the River Dee below 
Llangollen Town Bridge (Ponsonby Arms to Trevor Rocks), Llangollen Canal, River 
Dee (Sandy Lane to Eccleston), River Dee (Farndon to Sandy Lane) and the upper 
reaches of the River Weaver (Winsford Flashes). 
 

22. Coaching / Leadership / Safety Development Weekend 
 
Keith Brocklehurst, Bill Neary, Ray McCann, Lance Mitchell, David Riley and Niall 
Stone attended this weekend on 20/21 July 2019. 
 
The bespoke Deva course run by Chris Brain, one of the UK’s top paddle sport 
coaches, was to aid the personal development of both existing approved club coaches 
and those who aspire to becoming one. 
 
The club partly subsidises courses such as this on the strict understanding that 
members who participate, and personally benefit from their attendance, pass on any 
new skills and knowledge learnt to support the club. These courses must not to be 
used to benefit or promote one’s personal private coaching business.  
 

23. Annual Lake District Weekend (15-17 November 2019) 
 
Thanks to John Lewis for organising the club’s annual lakes trip to Elterwater and to 
the full house of 38 Deva members who supported the event. 
 
Thanks to all those who took up kitchen duties to keep everyone fed and watered and 
to everyone else who helped during the weekend to make this annual event a great 
success. 
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24. Further afield (Mile End Mill, Llangollen) 
 

 
 
 
DEVA has become well recognised and 
respected at MEM.  
 
If you are there, then please introduce 
yourself to Kirsteen (owner of River Active 
Llangollen) as DEVA members.  
 
 
 

You may find the water level table below helpful before deciding to make the drive to 
MEM.  It the relationship between the Environment Agency’s (EA) accurate flow 
reading at Corwen and MEM’s yellow gauge that everyone refers to. 
 

River Levels 
 

River Levels 
MEM Corwen 

 
MEM Corwen 

1.5 0.52 
 

8.5 0.89 
2 0.54 

 
9 0.92 

2.5 0.56 
 

9.5 0.95 
3 0.59 

 
10 0.98 

3.5 0.61 
 

10.5 1.00 
4 0.64 

 
11 1.02 

4.5 0.68 
 

12 1.06 
5 0.70 

 
13 1.12 

5.5 0.72 
 

14 1.20 
6 0.76 

 
15 1.25 

6.5 0.79 
 

16 1.32 
7 0.81 

 
17 1.42 

7.5 0.83 
 

18 1.50 
8 0.86 

 
19 1.65 

   
19.5 1.70 
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On the EA website, rloi.naturalresources.wales/ViewDetails?station=4163 get the 
latest retrieved value for the River Dee at Corwen and read off the current MEM level 
from the table.   
 
For instance, 0.70 on the EA website would be about a level 5 at MEM.   
 
Please remember that this is only an approximation based on data that’s been acquired 
by the secretary over the last couple of years. 
 

25. Further afield (Day trips and away-days) 
 
Sadly, there were a few of our proposed trips had to be cancelled at the last minute 
due to inclement weather. 
 
April 2019 
 Alan Reay  Sea kayaking – West Kirby to Hilbre Island 
 Away day  White water introduction (1), Mile End Mill, Llangollen 
 Away day  River Dee - Farndon to Sandy Lane 
May 2019 
 Away day  White water introduction (2), Mile End Mill, Llangollen 
June 2019 
 Peter Cook  Sea kayaking – Colwyn Bay / Llandudno (Cancelled) 
 Alan Reay  River Washburn 
 Alan Reay  Sea kayaking - Anglesey camping weekend 
July 2019 
 John Lewis  Mersey Trail – Burnage to Sale Water Park 
 Away day  White water introduction (3), Mile End Mill, Llangollen 
 Peter Cook  Sea kayaking – Menai Straits 
August 2019 
       Alan Reay / Keith Peek Sea kayaking - Porth Dafarch to Soldiers Point 
September 2019 
 Away day  White water introduction (4), Mile End Mill, Llangollen 
 Alan Reay  Sea kayaking – Hilbre Island (Cancelled) 
 Alan Reay  Dee Bore 
October 2019 
 Alan Reay  Dudley Tunnels (Cancelled) 
November 2019 
    No trips arranged 
December 2019 
 Alan Reay  Conwy Tidal Paddle 
January 2020 
    No trips arranged 
February 2020 
    No trips arranged 
March 2020 
 Away day  River Tame / River Mersey – Reddish to Burnage 
 
 
Don’t forget to check the calendar on the Deva Canoe Club website for future trips 

www.devacanoeclub.co.uk 
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26. Donations to Charity 
 
The organisers of the 2019 Dee Mile Swim made a financial donation of £200 to club 
funds in recognition of its help in supporting their event and we have since donated 
this equally between the RNLI and the Hospice of the Good Shepherd in Backford. 

 
27. RNLI Charity Evening 

 
Following an offer from Bryan Hughes (RNLI) to talk about the work of the RNLI, 
John Lewis had planned a fish and chip social and charity evening on Thursday 19th 
March 2020 at Upton Pavilion. Club member Keith Peek also offered to talk about his 
“Alaskan Adventures” and Andy Lees of Go Kayaking (North West) kindly donated 
the evening’s raffle prizes.   

Regretfully, due to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic, the club’s officers decided to 
postpone the event. 

28. Donations to the Club 
 
The club wishes to acknowledge the kind generosity of members for donations of 
miscellaneous items of kit throughout the year however, a decision has now been 
made to decline any future offers of used safety kit (BA, helmet etc.) from anyone. 
 

29. Annual Kit Inspection  
 
The annual kit inspection took place on Tuesday 4 February 2020 with Peter Cook, 
Simon Carver, John Lewis, Keith Brocklehurst and David Riley in attendance.  A 
number of items were identified as being old and required replacement before the start 
of the next paddling year (Helmets, buoyancy aids and cagoules). 

Dear Peter  
  
Thank you for your very kind donation of £100.00 to the Hospice of the Good 
Shepherd.  I would like to thank you and all the Deva Canoe Club, on behalf of 
everyone at the Hospice, for choosing to support our good cause. in respect of 
Normally help with the Light Up A Life Ceremony on the River Dee but donated 
instead 
  
We support more than 1,600 patients every year and the demand is growing. 
Through this gift you are making a huge difference to so many people who need 
our vital services so thank you once again, your support is greatly appreciated. 
  
Kindest regards, Kerry Taylor 
  
On behalf of Caroline Siddall, Director of Income Generation 

Peter Cook received a personal letter from the RNLI expressing their thanks to the 
club, and all the members, for the generous donation to the RNLI and that our 
support is most sincerely appreciated. 
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30. New purchases 
 
12 Helmets, 20 buoyancy aids, 6 cagoules, a few kayak paddles and a new large 
Pyranha Burn kayak. 
 

31. Boat Inventory at year end 
 
21 Inland kayaks (+6 awaiting sale or disposal), 10 Sea kayaks and Tourers,   
2 Sit on Top Kayaks, 1 Stand Up Paddle Board and 10 Open Canoes. 
 

32. Helping Others 
 
During one of our summer Thursday evenings we alerted the emergency services to 
one 'lost soul' who was scrabbling around in the mud in a confused state by the weir. 
It seemed as though the whole of Cheshire’s fire, police, ambulance and coast guard 
services attended. The young gentleman was coaxed back onto dry land and led off in 
handcuffs by a WPC. 
 
.Deva CC is always being asked by local charities and organisations to help with their 
events. 
 
We see these as an important part of our ‘paddling life’ and again this year we are 
delighted to been part of the Dee Mile Swim on 10 August 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21 Deva members gave up their spare time to help and we received this email of 
gratitude from Ciara Murphy, organiser of the event: 
 

Dear Peter, I cannot thank you enough for the support your team gave us on 
Saturday.  It was a difficult few days before the event with so many other local events 
being cancelled but swimmers still keen for the event to go ahead. I still can’t quite 
believe that no swimmers got out early before the finish!  I hope you all got your 
memento towels. Please let me know if anyone missed out and I will get more to you.  
We would love to make a donation to the club again.  I have the bank details from last 
year but if it is any different please let me know. 
Many many thanks!       Ciara 
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33. Helping others (River Dee incident in October) 

 
We would like to thank member David Riley for taking charge of the rescue and 
recovery of the Royal Chester Rowing Club’s 5 swimmers and their boat after a 
serious incident where their capsized craft became entrapped by a floating tree mid-
river. Without his clear instructions to the swimmers and their support boat personnel 
it could have been a completely different ending. We are sure the swimmers also 
appreciated the efforts of Deva's other kayakers (Peter Cook, Keith Brocklehurst, 
Mike Farquhar, Simon Wilson and Phil Peters) in getting them and their boat, in one 
piece, back to dry land as fast as we were able. 
 
Peter Cook met both the Captain and Safety officer of RCRC shortly afterwards to 
discuss the incident.  RCRC thanked Deva its help and passed on their grateful thanks 
to all concerned. We also received a letter of appreciation too from our governing 
body, British Canoeing. 
 

34. Club Facebook Page 
 
The club has a Facebook page, Deva Kayakers + friends of, administered by John 
Lewis, and currently has 272 registered followers. 

 
Our Facebook wall is used by club members to post ad-hoc peer group trips and if you 
wish to access this page and unsure what to do then please email John Lewis at 
devacanoeclub@gmail.com and he’ll send you instructions. 
  
If you wish to participate then feel free to ask if you can join in even if you are unsure 
if you meet the required ability level, as long as you are honest about your own 
ability. After all none of our regular members will purposely put you at risk on water 
that you won't cope with, so the worst that can happen is they reply with "not this time 
due to your ability level or the current water level". 
 
Often (water level allowing) you will find that they will willingly take you and look 
after you if it is at the top end of your ability, so thank you to all members who have 
been doing this and as such helping less experienced paddlers to improve their skills.  
 
But please remember, anyone wishing to organise a trip on Facebook should ensure 
they make it clear that it is a peer group paddle and not a club organised trip as well as 
indicating what standard of paddler the trip is suitable for (e.g. Grade  2/3 must be 
competent paddling the Lower Tryweryn). 
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35. Deva Photographs 
 
Many thanks to those who have photographed our canoeing/kayaking adventures 
during the year. 
 
In particular Terry Hudson who, as the official Deva paparazzi, continues to capture 
the more photogenic moments of the club’s members at the Riverside Centre in 
Chester and Mile End Mill in Llangollen. 
 
The majority of pictures are posted on our Facebook page.   
 
We also have a Flickr account that is linked to our website to show prospective new 
members the sort of activities we get up to and, as we have almost reached our limit 
of 1000 images, we have decided to cease uploading any more. 
 

To view the Deva Canoe Club photos on Flickr.... 
 

Log onto https://www.flickr.com/ 
In the search box type DEVA CANOE CLUB 
Click on SEARCH PEOPLE 
Click on the circular DEVA LOGO 
Click on the large blue DEVA CANOE CLUB wording 
Click on PHOTOSTREAM to show all photos. 
Click on ALBUMS to show photos by events. 

 
36. Christmas Paddle 

 
Thanks to Alan Reay who organised this year’s Christmas trip along the Llangollen 
Canal on 21 December and, for the 20 members with a head for heights, an 
opportunity to paddle over the Pontcysyllte aqueduct, enjoy the usual festive mince 
pie before returning for a much deserved lunch at the Sun Trevor pub. 
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37. Club Clothing 
 

Club branded Hoodies, Polo shirts and T shirts are available to buy at: 
https://www.myschoolstyle.com/shop/clubs/deva 

 
Your name can also be embroidered on the garments for a small additional charge. 
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38. New Community Watersports Centre 

There is nothing to report as there has been no news on this project since our last 
update in January 2019. 

39. Next Year (1 April 2020 – 31 March 2021) 
 
Our 22nd paddling year should have started on 1 April 2020 with the Thursday 
evening Riverside season commencing on 2 April 2020. 
 
However on 18th March 2020 Deva CC officers decided, in line with British Canoeing 
recommendations on the coronavirus health issue, to suspend all club activities with 
immediate effect and until further notice.   
 

40. Membership Subscriptions 
 
If you joined after September 2019 your membership is valid until 31 March 2021, for 
everyone else membership subscriptions become due whenever the club restarts its 
normal paddling year.  
 
When the time to pay does arrive please make the treasurer’s life easier by paying on-
time and without having to be reminded by the Black Monks, the bank who are 
sanctioned with debt collection on behalf of the club.   
 
The Bishop of Bath and Wells, and his Archdeacon, can be very persuasive if 
annoyed and are always seeking an opportunity to use their newly acquired poker that 
has some interesting sharp bits at the business end. 
 

41. Your Personal Information 
 
When you first joined the club you advised us of any current health issues.  If your 
health has changed in a way that it may now affect your paddling ability then it is 
your responsibility to inform the leader of every Deva trip/event that you participate 
in. The Membership Secretary should also be informed so that your personal details 
can be updated. Email Simon at devacanoeclub@gmail.com 
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42. Data Protection Statement for members 
 
This is a summary of the Deva Canoe Club data protection policy and procedures. 
 
The full data protection policy is available on request. 
 
We record whatever information you give us on the membership application form in a 
computer. 
 
If you gave any medical information, this is kept on paper only. 
 
We record any payments you make in the computer except weekly attendance fees 
which are kept on paper until the end of the financial year and then destroyed. 
 
We will not pass any information about you to any third party. 
 
When you cease to be a member your record, and all ‘backup’ copies, will be deleted 
and you will be removed from the email distribution. 
 
We will use your email address to keep you informed of club activities.  
If we do not have your email and permission to use it then we will not be able to 
contact you. 
 
You may ‘unsubscribe’ from the email, but remain a member, by sending an email 
request to the membership secretary through the club email. 
 
You may terminate your membership by sending an email request to the membership 
secretary through the club email. 
 
You can obtain a copy of your membership record by asking the membership 
secretary. 
 
If you find an error in your record we apologise and will correct it when you tell us by 
informing the membership secretary. 
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43. Treasurer’s Report for 2019/2020 
 
We wish to remind everyone attending our Riverside sessions that Deva CC is not a 
“Bureau de Change” and as such our treasurer appreciates cash to be restricted to 
Pounds Sterling unlike some other foreign currencies that have also been tendered. 
 
The financial position of the club continues to remain healthy thanks to the efforts of 
our Honorary Treasurer, Simon Carver, and his year-end accounts for 2019-2020 are 
given below. 
 
 
 

 
 
Simon Carver 
Treasurer, Deva Canoe Club 
29 March 2020 
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44. Minutes of the 2019 Deva Canoe Club AGM 
 

Held at the Riverside Centre at 18:20 on Thursday 18th April 2019 
 

Present:  23 (4 officers, Safety & Welfare officer, 3 co-opted committee, 15 members) 
 
Agenda: 
 

1. Welcome 
 
The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting. 
 

2. Apologies for absence 
 
Keith Peek, Matt Phillips, David Riley, Russell Spriggs 
 

3. Matters arising from the 2018/2019 Annual report 
 
None 
 
Acceptance proposed by: Ian McMullen  Seconded by: Peter Cook 
 
The Chairman thanked the secretary for compiling the annual report and the 
treasurer for managing the club’s heathy finances.  

 
4. Committee Officers and Co-opted Members for 2019 – 2020 

 
Officers: 
 
President   Peter Cook 
Chairman   John Lewis 
Treasurer   Simon Carver 
Membership Secretary Simon Carver 
Secretary   Keith Brocklehurst 
 
Committee: 
 
Safety & Welfare Officer Alan Reay 
 
Co-opted Committee members: 
 
Steve Cartney, Mike Evans, Tim Gibbs, Colin Hayward, Judith Lathaen, Ian 
McMullen, Keith Peek, Yvette Schutten, Helen Williams. 
 
The list of committee was read out. 
   
Acceptance proposed by: Brian Sanderson  Seconded by: Andy 
Walker 
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5. Proposed Deva Events during our Spring/Summer sessions 
 

Saturday or Sunday 27/28 April – Introduction to white water at @ MEM 
Saturday or Sunday 25/26 May  – Introduction to white water at @ MEM 
Thursday 12 May       – Introduction to open boating at the Riverside Centre 
Thursday 6 and 13 June      – GKNW demo sessions at the Riverside Centre 
Saturday 8 June @ 10:00     – Pyranha kayak factory tour / trying boats at GKNW 
Sunday 9 June       – Flat water safety session at the Riverside Centre 
Weekend 21-23 June       – Anglesey camp– Deva’s 20th anniversary event 
Sunday 7 July        – Eccleston to the Riverside Centre 
Sat or Sun 20/21 July       – Moving water safety session @ MEM 
Sat or Sun 17/18 August     – Introduction to sea kayaking 
Sat or Sun 14/15 September      – Farndon to Sandy Lane 
 
Members were reminded about the difference between ‘official DEVA trips’ and the 
‘Peer trips’ that are put on FACEBOOK. 
 
Any ideas / suggestions for future club trips should be sent to Alan Reay at the club 
email address. 

 
6. Any other business 

 
None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGM minutes written by: 
 
Keith Brocklehurst 
Secretary – Deva Canoe Club 
19 April 2019 
 
Approved by: 
John Lewis 
Chairman – Deva Canoe Club 
19 April 2019 


